poLICY

SUBJECT AREA: . EFFECTIVE:

| 9g0-999 Civil Rights . IR AN 1 01979

and Opportunities L ' o UNITS'AFFECTED Al Correc-
o i : ' : t1ona1 Fac111t1es ' .

'.""_INTRODUCTION ) R R e o
B The Department urges and encourages exten51Ve v1s1t1ng to foster and ma1nta1ﬁ
fam11y and commun1ty t1es Therefore, in order to ensure that the fac111ty does
not 1solate the residents from the public and from their fam111es and fr1ends,
each fac111ty sha]] establish visiting practices that are as open &s fac111ty

resources, program demands, and security will permit.

OBJECTIVE

To establish guidelines within which specific visiting practices can be

developed at correctional facilities.

GROUP_SERVED

Staff and residents at all correctional féeilities.

POLICY DESCRIPTION

" Each Superintendent shall ensure that each facility estab1ishee a viSitiﬁg
program which w1]1 designate the days of the week and the hours dur1ng wh1ch v151ts
will be permitted. This program will be reviewed annual]y and updated 1f necessary
by the Superintendent. Visiting hours may be varied to sat1sfy the schedules,
space, and personnel restraints of individual facilities,

Space shall be made available within each facility to be used by residents
and visitors with some degree of privacy. Visiting should be conducted informalily

and openly, consistent with the facility requirements and the availability of space

in each farility
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Each facility shall adopt rules of conduct for their visiting areas. Where
security is fequired, a visiting room officer should be present during all vjsiting
hours, and it will be his responsibifity to maintain order and security and to
eﬁfqrce the rules of conduct.. He should supervise the visit%ng area in an unob- -
trusive a manﬁef as possib]e; and should not unnecessarily interfere with partici-
pants' ptiﬁécy. An& behavior on the part of a resident or visitor which is dis-

ruptive to the order and control of the visiting room shall result in termination

of the visit.

The number of visits or visitors a resident may receive may be limited consis-

.

tent with ihstitutiona1 security and space availability. While several members of

Ia'fam11y may be allowed to visit, group meeting with one or more residerts do not

fall thhin the stope of this policy. They are more properly considered as a pro-

”gram-questiqn subject to the review and control of the Superintendent and the

CTassification Committee.

- Visitors

No group'of persons, such as parolees or ex-offenders may be excluded from

visjting_résidents solely because of their status. Representatives of media are

“considered visitors and are subject to the visiting rules and regulations of the

facility,
) Visfﬁqrﬁ ﬂil] be refused admission if apparently under the influence of alcohol

or.naréctic'dfugs.
Fach visitor shall, upon entry, register his name, address, and relationship

to the rgsident. Visitors may be requested to submit to a search and/or to a review

by an g]ectronic device in search of contraband as a protection to the visitor,

the resfdents, and others in the facility. (See also Policy 1012--Contraband.)
Entrance may be prohibited if the visitor is not willing to submit to a

search or.if there is reason to believe that the visit could be a threat to the

welfare or security of the facility, its personnel, or the residents.




PAGE 3,
966

When a: v1s1tor is refused entrance the person to be v1s1ted sha]] be
adv1sed of thus fact and told the reasons for the refusa]

V1s1ts by c]ergy, correct1ons employees, ‘and other 1nd1v1duals5“"off1c1a1

ia_:p051t1ons may be perm1tted at t1mes other than norma] v1s1t1ng hours subJect

7_:'to fac1]1ty requ1rements for secur1ty, staff ava11ab111ty, etc

Jsfﬁttornies _ _ Cow
It s recogn1zed that residents have a rlght to consu?t w1th an attorney, and
every effort shou1d be made to allow attorney visits at all: reasonéb1e t1mes :The
:res1dent has the r1ght to pr1vate counsulat1on, but does not have a r1ght to abso]ute
pr1vacy. Such v1s1ts may also be QOVerned by reasonab]e regulat1ons, such as 1nter-
ruption for fixed meal times, so iong as any restrictions do not work a-hardshxp on

the resident or attorney (e.g., where the attorney travels”great'distances”andﬁwill'

e

be unable to return for some time}. (See also Po]icy_4465—Detent1eners/"éafekeepers.“)

=-Extended Visits

Each Super1ntendent sha]] deve]op gu1de11nes for determ1n1ng wh1ch res1dents

may . be perm1tted extended visits on furlough status w1th the1r fam111e .

gu1de11nes sha]i contain the 1engths of a]lowab]e v151ts, where the v1sit;1s to I

take piace and other spec1a1 cond1t1ons cons1stent w1th the Department-Poi1cy

60]——Fur10ugh and Fur]ough Revocat1on

General Provisions

The Superintendent shall have complete discretionary authority to allow

emergency visits.

Limits may be placed on the visiting program of a resident in a special

classification status.

Each facility shall adopt visiting reguiations consistent with this

policy and make them available to all residents and visitors.




LEGAL REFERENCES

'28 V.S.A;_Sec;'l02(c).
28 V.S.A. Sec. 601(7)
. 28'V.S.A. Sec. 804

. 28 V.S.A. Sec. 805 -

\\"d.

~ Cornelius Hogan, Commissioner
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